Press release

Jesus Project
Second National Media Fast

4-18 June 2006

National Jesus Marches 17 June

National day of prayer for the media 18 June

The “Jesus Project” addresses the abuse of the Name of God in the media. A remark by a member of a well known Afrikaans rock group brought the whole issue to the surface again. Response and indignation from the public underlined the fact that people generally find blasphemy unacceptable.

The “media fast” is aimed at Christians in the first place. It wants to help believers structure their lives and testimony in a responsible manner. Television absorbs many hours whilst important tasks and priorities are neglected. Family time hardly exists any more in most modern house holds. Children and parents do not converse but spend valuable time in front of the television. Christian service is neglected because of time for entertainment and personal pleasure. The local church is traded for services on television. Children spent many hours watching TV, playing games, surfing the internet etc. and forfeit a healthy “growing up” experience. In the States obesity has become a mayor problem because of the inactivity of children and young people.

The “media fast” is not a boycott action. The “Jesus Project” does however believe that the media takes notice of an important message – believers will not entertain the abuse of the Name of God. 

The “media fast” takes place from 4-18 June this year. Participants are encouraged to abstain from entertainment to pray for the media and spend time as explained above.
Communities are encouraged to organise “Jesus Marches” on 17 June to demonstrate the unity of the local church/believers as well as love and loyalty for the Name of God.

The 18th of June is earmarked as a national day of prayer for the media. At this time congregations will speak about responsible media usage, especially the role parents have to play. 

The “Jesus Project” circulates “prayer calendars”, “action plans” (Jesus march) as well as posters to thousands of congregations in South Africa. If local churches/schools etc wish to be included they are welcome to request the information. The relevant information can also be accessed on web at www.thejesusproject.co.za.

Rev Jannie Pelser (organiser) is available for interviews. This press release is also available in Afrikaans
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