Few movies are suitable for the whole family

There are currently 52 movies (Bollywood excluded) showing in theatres. Of these, only six are suited for the whole family according to the Film and Publication Board (FPB). If the movies that carry Parental Guidance are included, only 17 movies are suited for the family.

The FPB obviously cannot accept responsibility for this as movies are submitted by movie distributors for approval. Such movies are presented to a panel that makes recommendations regarding age restriction and other classifications.
Fowl language and the misuse of the Name of God are the most common warnings that are applied by the FPB. Up to now such movies were classified with a “L” symbol. According to the FPB, approximately forty percent of movies that are currently on circuit contain fowl language and/or blasphemy. If one considers that the FPB’s panel is far from conservative, one can easily estimate that at least seventy percent of all movies are guilty of blasphemy. A movie like “Blood Diamonds” for instance, has numerous blasphemous references to “God” without a warning for language. 
In the near future, movies that contain blasphemy will carry a special “B” symbol (Blasphemy). This follows after years of campaigning by the “Jesus Project”, concerned viewers as well as submissions by Mr. Leon van Nierop, well respected movie critic.
The FPB is also concerned about violence. At least 21 movies, currently on circuit, contain violence to the extent that viewers have to be warned. Depending on the gruesome nature and contextual fairness or not, an age restriction of 10, 13, 16 or 18 is issued.
According to Rev. Jannie Pelser, organizer of the “Jesus Project”, violence is a major societal problem. He says: “it is sad that so many movies have violence as a sub-theme. Parents have a responsibility to ensure that their children are not desensitised to the point where violence becomes a normal part of their lives.”
The FPB invited the public to give input into the classification categories. According to Mr. Ivar Chetty, spokesperson for the FPB, these categories are within the context of the constitution and representative of the morality of a society.
Rev. Pelser says: “If this is true we have a major morality problem in South Africa”. The “Jesus Project’s” opinion is that the classifications are subtly carried over from an American context and projected onto the South African situation.
With reference to the movie “Blood Diamonds”, the age restriction of 13 for violence is certainly not appropriate. The brutality is simply sickening.
The “Jesus Project” suggests that all age classifications should be reconsidered. For instance, a movie that currently carries an age restriction of 10 should be reclassified to 13. All movies that contain violence and blasphemy should carry an age restriction.
Congregations are challenged to let their testimony be heard in this regard. Information regarding guidelines that are in use by the FPB is available on their website www.fpb.co.za. If the public does not respond, these ratings will be in use for the next year.
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Enkele flieks geskik vir die gesin

Tans is daar 52 flieks ( Bollywood uitgesluit ) wat in teaters vertoon word. `n Skamele 6 daarvan is na beoordeling van die “Film en Publikasie Raad” geskik vir die hele gesin. Indien die films wat met ouertoesig gesien kan word bygetel word is 17 flieks geskik vir gesinne. 

Uiteraard kan die FPR nie daarvoor verantwoordelikheid aanvaar nie. Films word deur rolprentverspreiders voorgelê vir goedkeuring. Sulke films word aan `n paneel voorgelê wat aanbevelings itv ouderdom en ander koderings maak.

Die vernaamste waarskuwing wat deur die FPR aangebring word het met taalgebruik,in besonder die misbruik van die Here se Naam, te doen. Tans word sulke films met `n “L” kodering gemerk. Veertig persent van die rolprente wat tans vertoon word het growwe en godslasterlike taal. As ingedagte gehou word dat die Raad se paneel ver van konserwatief is in hul beoordeling maak na skatting minstens 70% van alle rolprente hul skuldig aan godslastering. `n Fliek soos “Blood diamonds” het bv. ,ten spyte van etlike voorbeelde van laster, geen taalkodering nie.

 In die nabye toekoms sal rolprente waarin gelaster word `n spesiale “B” simbool dra ( blasphemy). Dit volg na jare lange insette van oa die “Jesus Projek” wat hom beywer teen die misbruik van die Here se Naam in die media.

Kort op die hakke van lasterlike uitsprake is geweld in rolprente. Na beoordeling van die FPR is geweld in 21 flieks van so `n aard dat mense gewaarsku moet word. Afhangend van die grusaamheid en kontekstuele regverdigbaarheid al dan nie word `n ouderdomsperk van 10,13,16 of 18 daarby gevoeg. 

In `n tyd waarin geweld `n grootskaalse probleem is, is dit jammer dat soveel rolprente geweld as (sub)tema het. Ouers het `n verantwoordelikheid om toe te sien dat hul kinders nie tot so `n mate gedesentiseer word dat geweld `n normale deel van die lewe word nie.

Die “Film en Publikasie Raad” het die publiek uitgenooi om insette te lewer oor klassifikasie kategorieë. Volgens mnr Ivar Chetty,woordvoerder van die instansie, is hierdie kategorieë,binne die konteks van die grondwet, verteenwoordigend van die moraliteit van `n samelewing. 

Indien dit waar is het ons `n groot probleem in Suid Afrika. Dit is egter die “Jesus Projek” se oortuiging dat die klassifikasie kunsmatig vanuit `n Amerikaanse konteks op Suid Afrika van toepassing gemaak word. Met verwysing na die fliek “Blood Diamonds” is die ouderdomsperk 13 vir geweld ver te toegeeflik. Die brutaliteit is onmenslik en ontstellend. 

Die “Jesus Projek” reken dat klassifikasie in die algemeen ten minste een graad aangepas behoort te word. `n Fliek wat tans `n perk van 10 dra behoort na 13 verhoog te word as voorbeeld. Alle flieks met geweld en godslasterlike taal moet ook `n ouderdomsbeperking dra. 

Gemeentes en individue word ernstig opgeroep om `n getuienis in die verband te laat hoor. Inligting oor riglyne wat deur die FPR gebruik word is op hul webtuiste ( www.fpr.gov.za) ter insae. Indien die publiek nie reageer nie geld hierdie kategorieë vir die volgende jaar. 
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