Blasphemy on SABC drastically down
The Jesus Project addresses the misuse of the Lord’s Name in the media. In a perfect world, the media will take public sentiment into consideration. However, we live in a sinful world where sensitivity and understanding have to be attained through dialogue and negotiation. In the past five years, the “Jesus Project” has had numerous discussions with representatives from the media. In the recent past, the “Film and Publication Board” have decided to introduce a “B” symbol in order to warn viewers that God’s Name are being used in an unworthy manner in a specific movie.

The Jesus Project has, as in the past, conducted a monitoring exercise to establish the intensity of blasphemy on television during a given time period (18 – 24 February 2007)
On SABC 1 and SABC 2, abuse appeared to be isolated to a few programs. One movie (“Day of redemption” SABC, 18 Feb 22:00) had excessive blasphemy. The viewers were not warned beforehand.
On SABC 2, “Gilmore Girls” is a regular culprit. It is broadcast on Tuesdays at 19:30 and carries a language classification. In the movie “Serving Sarah” (SABC 2; 24 Feb 20:00) no less than 16 instances occurred with an age restriction of 13 and warnings for sex and language. "Duty Dating" (SABC2; 24 Feb 22:00) had 12 instances without any warning.
There were more instances of blasphemy on SABC. The Name of the Lord was used at least 40 times during the monitored week. "Days of our lives", which is broadcast during family time, contains regular occurrences of blasphemy. The movie “The Hours” that was broadcast on Friday 23 Feb, had at least 8 occurrences. It did however have a “L” classification.
E tv had at least 66 occurrences of blasphemy during the monitored week. The popular soap opera, “The young and the restless”, has frequent incidents without any language warning. On Thursday at 20:00, “Maid in Manhattan” was broadcast with at least 14 instances of blasphemy. It did however carry an age restriction of 13 with warnings for sex and language. The sitcom “Friends” (broadcast without warnings for language) regularly uses the Lord’s Name in vain. The wrestling programs WWE and ECW can always be avoided when it comes to blasphemy. On Saturday 24 Feb, there were at least eight unwarranted references to the Name of God. “Strong medicine” had its own quota with no less than 10 occurrences without warning.
In general, it can be said with gratitude, that the SABC has put in some effort to acknowledge the sentiments of viewers. We are thankful for that. These results will be discussed with the SABC and Etv (to the extent that they will allow us to).
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Misbruik van God se Naam op SABC merkbaar af

 

Die Jesus Projek spreek die misbruik van die Here se Naam in die media aan. In `n ideale wêreld sal die media onder alle omstandighede die sentimente van die publiek verdiskonteer. Ons leef egter in `n gebroke wêreld waar begrip en sensitiwiteit deur middel van dialoog en onderhandeling bereik word. In die verband het die “Jesus Projek” al by verskeie geleenthede met media verteenwoordigers gepraat. In die jongste tyd het die “Film en Publikasie Raad” besluit om kykers met `n spesiale “B” simbool vooraf te waarsku dat God se Naam onnadenkend in bepaalde rolprente misbruik word

Die “Jesus Projek” het soos in die verlede al die programme wat gedurende `n bepaalde week (18-24 Februarie ) uitgesaai is vir Godslastering gemoniteer.

Misbruik het geisoleerd, in enkele programme op SABC 1 en 2 voorgekom. Slegs in die geval van een rolprent " Day of redemption "  (SABC 1,18 Feb 22:00) was daar uitermate misbruik . Die publiek is nie vooraf gewaarsku nie. 

Op SABC 2 is "Gilmore Girls" `n gereelde sondebok . Dit word op Dinsdae om 19:30 uitgesaai en het `n taalkodering.In die fliek "Serving Sara" ( SABC 2;24 Feb 20:00 )was daar nie minder as 16 misbruike nie met `n ouderdomsperk van 13 vir taal en seks. "Duty Dating" (SABC2; 24 Feb 22:00) het 12 misbruike gehad sonder enige kodering. 

SABC 3 maak hom meer skuldig aan misbruik. Die naam van die Here is minstens 40 keer misbruik gedurende die week. "Days of our lives" wat gedurende gesinstyd uitgesaai word bevat deurgaans gereelde misbruike .In die fliek " The hours " wat op Vrydag 23 Feb uitgesaai is ( L kodering ) was daar minstens 8 misbruike. 

E tv "styg uit" met minstens 66 misbruike. Die gewilde sepie " The young and the restless " het gereelde insidente. Daar is geen taalwaarskuwing nie. Op Donderdag 20:00 is “Maid in Manhatten” uitgesaai met minstens 14 uitroepe van God se Naam. Dit het `n 13 ouderdomsperk vir taal en seks. Ook die program “Friends” wat sonder taalkodering uitgesaai word misbruik God se Naam. Die program WWE ECW kan altyd ignoreer word as dit by misbruik kom. In hierdie geval ( Saterdag 24 Feb) was daar minstens 8 ongevraagde uitroepe van God se Naam. Die program “Strong Medicine” het sy eie kwota misbruik gehad,nie minder as 10 uitroepe van God se Naam nie. Dit is sonder taalwaarskuwing uitgesaai. 

Oor die algemeen kan met dankbaarheid gesê word dat die algemene indruk is dat met name die SABC meer erns maak met kykers se sentimente. Daarvoor is `n mens dankbaar. Hierdie resultate sal met die SABC en Etv deurgepraat word ( in die mate waarin hulle dit toelaat ). 
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