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SABC -

Stop the abuse of the NAME of God - it certainly is the right thing to do 

Re Proposed policy on language 

"The SABC`s revised policy on language is as follows:

  a.. Language should not be used simply for its shock value 

  b.. Profanity should never be used gratuitously 

  c.. Whereas there is no ban on the use of foul language in programs , it must be defensible in terms of context and authenticity/credibility"  (Revised policy document)

Sir 

1.. The abuse of the Name of God has been a  source of annoyance to Christians for many years. In spite of various endeavours in the past to address this matter the SABC has refused to adhere to the sentiments of a large percentage of its viewers. (May I remind you that in excess of 70 percent of this nation profess the Christian faith) 

2.. The Jesus Project has been remonstrating against the abuse of the Name of God since June last year. It boasts a mandate, which runs into millions of Christians. It is supported by prominent theologians and well known personalities. People like Bishop Dandala, Rev Moss Ntla, Cardinal Napier, Prof. Masango, Prof. Hennie Stander, Dr Isak Burger, Prof. Adrio König, Prof. Pieter Potgieter, Dr Fritz Gaum, need no introduction. Their integrity is acknowledged and appreciated locally and abroad. 

3.. In spite of repeated calls for  bilateral talks in order to  find an amicable solution the SABC has ignored letters addressed to the whole spectrum of executive members. The only correspondence we received was a "cut and paste" reply to our visit with Mr. Lamani, three months after our talks, in which the SABC blatantly denies having  ever broadcasted blasphemous programming. We did get a note from Mr. Matlare threatening us with the police if we continued to“harass”  (sic.) him by sending him letters of protest. 

  4.. In April we conducted a survey of all programs broadcast on SABC TV. More than 550 instances of the use and abuse of the Name of God were recorded. This information was relayed to the SABC but needless to say, never graced  with a response. The issue was referred to the BCCSA - but it is becoming clearer by the day that believers need a forum where their concerns can be addressed. The BCCSA is apparently incapable of reprimanding the public broadcaster. Complaints were launched for a program on 5 FM as well as the program “Hidden Hills” on SABC 3. More than a month later the SABC has not yet submitted the relevant programs to the BCSSA. We need say no more. The so-called Religious broadcasting panel has not met for more than a year. I would have imagined that the SABC would have sought guidance from them with reference to the ever-increasing resistance to the abuse of the Name of God. 

  5.. We have submitted a written proposal to the SABC as our contribution to the revised policy. We did ask certain important questions: How does the revised policy with regard to the abuse of the Name of God differ from the current state of affairs? What was going to happen in the meantime? Are we to subject ourselves and our children to the abuse of the Name of God for the second half of the year also with only a vague promise that something might be done? No self-respecting initiative can settle for that. 

  6.. Sir, the SABC owes the Christian  communities of this nation — I believe all confessing Christians of this nation an apology. An apology for causing harm and hurt, for teaching and influencing our children to treat God as part of the furniture, for contributing to the moral degeneration of this land and its people. The SABC owes the people of this land an apology for the countless crimes, murders, rapes and violence which can be partly attributed to the menu of programs aired on TV. As far as the recent past is concerned the SABC owes the community of faith as well as the prominent theologians and church leaders associated with this initiative an apology for the crude and disrespectful way in which letter after letter has been ignored. 

  7..Everything the SABC does is not bad. Yes, we are thankful for many meaningful programs and enjoyable family entertainment, but these programs are far overshadowed by the ever-increasing disrespect for the One through whom we move and act and have our being. (Acts 17:28) 

  8.. The government's program of moral regeneration will have no future as long as we who call on God’s mercy and grace in the preamble to the constitution, but then act in a most offensive manner towards Him. 

  9.. The Christian community has now reached a stage where not even a single expletive of “Oh, my God!”, “Jesus Christ!”, “For God sake!” , ”My God!”, etc.,  can any longer  be tolerated. The patience of believers has been tried to the limit. More than 250 000 signatures have been collected, more than 2 600 emails were received. Individuals and congregations are crying out for restitution. Why does the SABC so naively assume that the people of South Africa have an appetite for the distasteful programming that is often dished up as value for money? 

  10.. What do we want?

  a.. We want the SABC to acknowledge that its choice of programming as far as the use and abuse of the Name of God is concerned, has grievously offended Christians[?] in this country. 

  b.. We want the SABC to indicate how the proposed policy as far as blasphemous language is concerned, differs from the status quo. 

  c.. We want the SABC to give assurances that the incidence of the misuse of the Name of God will be addressed immediately with a measurable decline in future incidences thereof. 

  d.. We want the SABC to incorporate an additional classification "D" ( divinity ) to warn viewers in advance that the Name of God is abused. 

  e.. We want the SABC to make a public statement to this effect as proof of their will to live up to their declared intentions in this regard.. 

  f.. We want the SABC to investigate the possibility of a family channel with programming suitable for both young and old . 

Sir, I am hesitant to say what I am about to say. Here I do not speak for the people I represent but myself. I understand the implications of this action, but choose to honour God before men. I will most certainly not renew my TV license until such time as the SABC has reached out to believers in this country in a meaningful way. If others follow, let them be. If I stand alone, I stand alone.

Rev J J Pelser (Organizer)

