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Report

I would like to keep you updated as to what has been taking place during the last weeks. It has been eventful.

Headlines

· SABC proposed policy

· BCCSA tribunal

· RBP finding and consensus

· Hollywood

SABC Revised Policy

You will know that the SABC is in a process of revising it`s present policy. They have invited the public to submit proposals regarding various matters addressed in the statement. The Jesus Project has submitted a detailed proposal as part of it`s continued effort to secure additional classification in programs where the Name of God is abused.

We also demonstrated outside the meeting in Johannesburg. Africa Christian Action did the same in solidarity with this initiative outside the SABC offices in Cape Town. A memorandum was presented to a senior official of the SABC stating the position of Christians. 

I had an opportunity to present our plea during a brief three minutes at the SABC hearing held subsequently. The presentation was applauded which indicated the general public’s feeling regarding this matter. 

The scope of the presentation and memorandum expresses the dissatisfaction of Christians with the current state of affairs and appeal to the SABC to do something meaningful to decrease the incidence of blasphemy in programs until the new policy takes effect.

Thus far the SABC has not responded officially even though I believe the intention is to address the matter in one way or the other.

BCCSA

A hearing was held after the Jesus Project brought two programs, one on SABC 3 and one on 5FM, before a BCCSA tribunal. I had ample time to express the outrage of believers re the abuse of God’s Name. Even though the findings of the BCCSA was disappointing 

(almost 15 abuses of God’s Name in 30 minutes of sitcom is said to be mild) the BCCSA gave  a clear order  to the SABC to decide which icon will be displayed as from 2004 to warn viewers in advance that God’s Name is used and abused.

RBP consensus

The Religious Broadcasting Panel is a body put in place by the SABC to advise of issues of faith. This interfaith body, representative of all religious communities in South Africa, has recently made a unanimous proposal to the SABC to encode programs containing blasphemous language. The effect of this action can not be underestimated. It has been the plea of the Jesus Project that all communities of faith are outraged at the relentless abuse of the Name of God in the media. 

This latest development will give tremendous impetus to the campaign. Whilst Christians know what they believe and are not willing to compromise with reference to salvation and central issues of faith, there is a common ground between various religious groups in South Africa which can be explored for the good of all the people in this country. Ultimately we respect the perceptions and beliefs of all people.

FPB

I met with the Film and Publications Board on the 23 August in Cape Town. More than 50 delegates attended the meeting. It was a challenging occasion when I once again had enough time to put across the sentiments of believers, especially Christians, as far as the abuse of the Name of God is concerned. 

The presentation was once again applauded which is meaningful. Many questions were asked and explanations given. 

Process

The process takes time and Christians will have to be patient to see the outcome of all that has been done and said. We know that God is in control. In some quarters we are ridiculed and in others held in esteem. Obedience to God’s Word, respect for His wonderful Name and the moral regeneration of this nation is more important than the applause or the abuse of other people. 

Moral regeneration

I recently met the manager of the Governments` Moral Regeneration’s Program. The meeting was held in Johannesburg and there was a lot of common ground. Our vision is to work closely with this initiative to ensure that the moral fiber if this nation, especially its young people, is restored. 

Hollywood

There is a slight possibility that I might be visiting some churches in Hollywood during the second half of January 2004. This is exiting indeed. Do pray for the logistics that are being sorted out at this time. 

The road ahead.

At this stage all we have are many promises that something will be done. It is understandable that the industry will have to liaison in order to find commonality and a unified approach to the problem. 

We have to be realistic that the problem of the abuse of God’s Name is not going to disappear. At the most we hope for a system of classification that will warn people of faith in advance that God’s Name is abused. The effect this may have include 

· Fewer people will watch certain programs that will reflect in amp statistics which ultimately will result in a decline in sponsorship. This hopefully will lead the SABC to reconsider the type of programs screened.

· Discussions will continue to secure that the interests of the Christian public is taken into account at all times 

· We will continue our struggle for a family channel on national television where ordinary, God fearing families can be entertained without offence

· If the icon is displayed patrons of films will have to do their homework in advance. This initiative does not want to bind the consciences of Christians but appeal for integrity. If the abuse of God’s Name is functional, develops a character, eventually leads to a meaningful conclusion, I believe it still will be in order to see such a film. Most films however have little script left is the abuse of God’s Name is ignored. This obviously deserves no support from Christians. 

Do let us know how you feel on these issues. It is only because of the support base and mandate that we have that progress has been made so far. Thank you once again.

Rev Jannie Pelser 

Organizer 
